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rival nations. As a rule it is not denied that there is some good
or some right on the other side. Those individuals of a national
minority who adopt the nationality of the ruling nation are
welcomed and enjoy equal rights and treatment. This is usually
not the case, however, if either the skin colour is different or if
a minority has been stigmatized as an inferior race by racial
ideology and propaganda. In former persecutions of the Jews
a Jew who adopted Christianity and consequently abandoned
his special customs, language and separation, which constituted
a quasi-nationality, was no more persecuted. But under Nazi
rule this makes no difference at all, because the Jewish peculiarities
are considered race characteristics which are indelible.
Racial contempt tends to deny that certain races have any-
thing whatever in common, and either degrades the despised race
to a sort of cattle or loathes them like noxious and repulsive
animals. The violent belief ir the superiority of one's own race
is one of those creeds which have a tendency to become an
obsession. Discrimination may first be practiseci against the
black race, then it will be extended to the yellow race, then to
South or Eastern Europeans and Jews, and finally the relations
between the white elements of the country will also become
strained. Racialism if not vigorously kept in bounds fosters the
growth of injustice, inhumanity and fanaticism in general. It
soon permeates the whole atmosphere and poisons all relations.
The dominating race considers it a point of honour vigorously
to insist on its racial prerogatives and to enlarge them, and every
suggestion of a compromise is branded as national treason. The
oppressed race becomes extremely irritated and susceptible to
every slight and often suspects an offensive tendency even when it
was not intended. National conflicts, therefore, become prac-
tically insoluble when they assume the character of a racial
antagonism.
The main points of dispute in racial struggles are : (i) The
right of intermarriage (connubiurn). The privileged race often
puts a legal or social ban on intermarriage with the " inferior "
race. The denial of eonn^bium may also spring morefrom reasons
of religion, caste or rank than from racial grounds. (2) A fair
chance of social rising. Unequal opportunities of obtaining
remunerative work, of acquiring a higher education, of rising
to a better social position and of having a share in political
rights do not necessarily arouse racial antagonism. But if the
dominating race reserves all the good posts, all more advanced
education and all the political iniiuence to itself, and if the